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The Activities and Their Educational Meaning of Amis Churches
in Cheng-Kong Area

Kuo, Hsiu-Kuang

Abstract

In thisthesis the author explored the educationd meaning of the activities of the
aborigind church in Cheng-Kong area. Church activities were categorized into religious
activities, semi-religious activities, and none-religious activities. This author collected
data through observation, interviewing, and documentation collecting. The fields of this
research arein the tribes of Cheng-Kong, He-Fing, Du-Li, Hiao-Mar in the
Cheng-Kong town of the Tai-tung Hsen in Tawan.

There were three main religious sects in Cheng-Kong area True Jesus Church,
Presbyterian Church, and Catholic Church, This author found that the main activities of
the three churches were religious activities, with some small variation among churches
True Jesus Church aso held the semi-religious activities but limited the participants to
numbers of the same church. Presbyterian Church dso held the semi-religious and
none-rdigious activities. Catholic Church held none-rdigious activitiesdso. The
educationa meaning of the activities of aboriginal church were, to preserve the native
language and the elder system, to provide the norm of conduct, to make the aborigines
accept the religious belief, to hold the group affectively together, to connect to the world
outside of the tribe through the church, and to provide supplementary education for the
forma schooling system.. But the youth activities and semi-religious activities were very
infrequent in dl of the churchesin the tribes, and limited the participants to the church
members only.

Congdering the historica background of the Chritian church, the relation between
church and the aborigind, the traditiona culture of Amisin the human geographica
characterigtics of the eastern Tawan, this author speculated that the advantageous
position of True Jesus Church was that it had atight and centralized administration,
subdivided duty, high member participation in the church affaires. Most importantly, this
church emphasized child and adult religious education, thet is the reason why it could
maintain a stable membership in the triba churches. Each Presbyterian Church had
different characteristics. Generaly speaking, it had a decision making group conssts of
the pastor and the eldersin the church. This group made decision on dl the affares and
the direction of each church’ s development. Catholic Church had a centraized
adminigration but it did not have enough prieststo serve, and did not have tight
adminigration. They emphasized the holy ceremony, but members got together only in
the Mass once aweek. They sldom held activities during the week.

In conclusion, churches did have important civilizing and educationa impacts on
aboriginds' lifein the tribes. This author believes the impacts are postive rather than

negative.
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